News Brief No 12-2025
April 15-2025

Business Confidence Rising

The Connector Confidence Index is 63.2 for 15t quarter 2025 up from 54.2 for 4™ quarter 2024.
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World Connector Confidence Index (WCCI)
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The World Connector Confidence Index (WCCI) is the average of all responses for “present situation,”

and “future expectations.”

No part of this article may be used without the permission of Bishop & Associates Inc. If you would like
to receive additional news about the connector industry, register here. You may also contact us
at bishop@bishopinc.com or by calling 630.443.2702.
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Present Business Expectations

Industry personnel were asked, “What is your appraisal of current business conditions (positive, negative,
neutral)?

Present Situation Index —58.4

Confidence Confidence

1Q24 2Q24 3Q24 4Q24 1Q25 Level Trend

North America 54.2 64.3 50.0 77.8 55.6 + ‘
Europe 39.1 240 167 167 500 Neu 4+
Japan 222 16.7 231 286 429 - f
Asia 381 632 632 700 786 + t
China 448 476 56.5 53.6 66.7 + f
World 395 412 4377 447 584
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The present confidence level is positive at 58.4. Asia has a higher level of confidence in business conditions
than the other regions. Europe’s confidence is neutral.
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Future Expectations
Industry personnel were asked, “What is your expectation of future business conditions six months from
now (positive, negative, or neutral)?

Future Expectations Index — 67.9

1024 2024 3Q24 4024 1025 Confidence Confidence

Level Trend
North America 72.4 81.8 615 76.9 625 + ¥
Europe 667 591 375 500 625 + 3
Japan 429 571 444 579 60.0 i )
Asia 66.7 842 77.8 818 813 + )
China 571 579 545 552 733 + *
World 619 688 565 635 67.9
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All regions rose in future confidence from last quarter except North America.

Future Expectations Index
(>50.0 = Positive)
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